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on Mews. Auguat 23, 1906
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APOSTOLIC FERVOR

WEEPIBC ABD SHOUTING. HAILING,
MOANING AND PREACHING. CHARACTKIZED SERVICES.

LAYING ON OF HANDS

ONCE AN UNCONVERTED ONE LAYS 
HIS HEAD ACROSS THE BENCH THEY GATHER.

PROVIDED FOR BY THE LORD

They Never Take Up CollectlcHis--Speaking in 
Unknown Tongues--GalvesCon a Hard Place.

Houston. Tex. Aug. 23--Weeping. shouting, wailing.moaning, 

preaching, singly and collectively, but never in harmony, by 

forty or fifty people of all ages, wore doi'*» last ni^t by the 

people who participaied In the meeting of tht Apostolic 

Successionists in their tabernacle in the edge of Brunner, a 

suburb two miles west of Houston on the Washington street road. 

Toward the close of the meeting the religious spirit ran so 

high that there seemed to be no controlling it. The fervor of 

the leading flgtires, through the tmnCal and physical strenuousness 

that possessed them, simply made tho sweat flow out of their 

pores in great sluices or stand out upon their faces and fore­

heads In great beads, that sparkled in the yellow light like 

sapphires. It was all at the nightly meetinjg of the Apostolic 

SuccessionistsThe shed, for it Is not much more. In which 

It all tobk“place Is about 70 by 120 feet. The covering rests 

on upright posts. Across the west side are nailed several 

twelve-inch planks with space of a few inches between them, a 

protection from the grouniJ to the eaves of the shed. These 

planks back up the rostrum or platform from which the preaching 

is done. The remainder of the wall is actually nothing but a 

couple of twelve inch plank to each side, except one. This
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Galveston News. Amcuat 23. 1906 (continuad)

one i« the east side and ia wide open for all to enter and 

depart at their own free will. The seats are twelve-inch 

benches without backs, with ends touching to reach across the 

tabernacle. The floor is covered with shavings and the lights 

are supplied by big oil torches. The pavilion is three blocks 

away from the Brunner street car line to the north. It can be 

seen without effort from the cars. The sieetings are conducted 

by Mr. Parkom, the founder, when he is here and by Mr. W. 

Carothers, his apostle and the State director In his absence.

He is the controlling spirit, but many others participate in 

the meeting, in fact do SK>st of the participating. These are 

BMin .md women, but mostly the matter. The services begin in a 

mild mannered wrv and this continues until the spirit begiua to 

isanifest itself in persons who lave various stages of the re­

ligion. These awnlfestations take the form of shouts, ex­

clamations, swinging the arms in the air, contorting the fin^rs 

as the dua^ do, but even more rapidly, when talking. Toward the 

close they seat themselves among the shaving*, on the floor, 

tLrowlng their arms across a long bench and resting their heads 

upon it. As soon as an incompetent person takes this position 

the workers gather around and do the laying on of hands, talking 

all the while in English, an "laiknown tongue." They caress or 

pat or rub or press their hands upon the new subject. One 

little woman, girlish in appeamce, sat close to a oian, eyes 

closed, face upturned toward the light, fingers, hands and 

arms in motion all the tiam, and tongue moving like an electric 

fan at full speed, sometimes uttering English, sometimes not. 

Vfhen her case was Inquired into it was learned that she was
I
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Galveston News. August 23. 1906 (cwitlnued)

praying for her husband, the man by whom she sat. Another 

woman appeared to be assisting her, as both were talking at ^ 

full speed all the time and appeared to be partially concentrated 

upon him.

Another scene was an old, gray-haired man leaning over a 

blonde-haired child, perhaps 10 or 11 years old, stroking her 

hair and talking into her ear as his head rested in her arms, 

stretched across the bench. Others were made up of old ladies 

praying upon the benches alonside a man. a boy, or child.

These were there over and over. A striking figure was made up 

of two mm, one standing on the platform and the other in tront 

of it, the former grasping the latte.*'s head tightly andprayvng 

all the while with fa»'e upturned. A pretty little th>nde haired 

woman. Miss Byrd, apparently less than 2C years of age, 

cautiously made her way around and between the half prostrate 

figures without stepping upon any of them, was stopped and asked 

how she was progressing, and what it all meant. She explained 

some of the st/iges of the religion several of the persons had 

obtained. One stage, "pentecostwas particularly intersting, 

inasmuch as they could talk in "unknown tongues" %»hen they got 

that far along. She pointed out cases that were then "doing." 

She further explained that the successionists never took up 

collections, but in^licitly depended on the Lord for their 

support. She herself had been in Texas over a year and they 

always found sustenance and support, even when their condition 

seemed desperate. She had been at Galveston and had lived^ 

there, a place which she naively remarked "is a hard place, you 

know," five days on rice and milk. That hard trial was broken

-3-
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Galveston News, August 23. 1906 (continued)

by a box from Alvin containing many substantlals sent by the 

Lord. When asked if they had been to Alvin, she said they had, 

and had cured a man who was lame and had a cancer in his face 

He had been cured by the prayers of the successionlsts. She 

also spoke of the hard time they had working upon the people of 

ColiBobla until they got the past master converted, %iho was a 

hard subjecii:. but when they finally did convert him others came 

in and he became cme of the best members. They often got 

money, she athsitted, but it caae from people idtoso heart 

had been entered by the Lo^d. She was aule to talv in "unknotm 

tongues," and stated that many converts became qualified to 

talk in unknown tongues, but they didn't knew what they trare 

saying. She cited a particular case where a young wcanan who 

didn't understand a word of Bohemian, but while making an 

address broke into Bohemian, and another woman who did under­

stand was almost dumbfounded when she heard the former speaking 

It.

The siost touching scene at the meeting was the fact that 

infants apparently from ten Lionths to 2,3.4 and 5 years old 

brough to the meeting by mothers were asleep upon quilts spread 

upon the floor in ones, t«ros, to five in a bunch. They slept 

soundly without the least attention. They were all dressed ; 

in little white garments and slept in all kinds of positions. 

There were as many fifteen counted on the floor. Wrapped in the 

arms of sweet sleep they were toally unconscious of the noisd

and excitment about them^ Several times sogn of them caste npar 

being trod upon by persons unaware of their sleeping. ,
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^Iveston SewB. Aufftmt 23, 1906 (continued)

Th. overpowering force of this religion se«M to take « 

convert off his feet at times, as in the case of . sum holding 

• position with a laundry in this city. He was one of the best 

puid employees, getting $25 per week. He had a wife and two 

•aall children. He gave up his Job and started into the work. 

His family was dependent upon him and when he was asked how 

they would be cared for he stated that he believed that the 

Lord would take care of them. Since he gave up his position 

his wife has persuaded him to go to San Antonio lAcre their 

people live, mad he is now there.

The successimists will rmnain here the remainder of the 

«'^ek. They hi.a planned to close the meeting last Smday, bur 

the leaven was working so well they added the week.
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