




23 

those people will come. People say how do you know? I can't prove it, but I know they 

will. A quarter of a million of them signed the register in the Prayer Tower last year • . 
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I don't know how many came in and didn't sign. I just know the ones that signed. 

HOWER: We have 3,000 hospital beds in Tulsa, 1,200 of which are empty. Are you 

suggesting that the City of Faith will not increase that number and could even decrease 

the number of empty beds? 

WINSLOW: I'm certain of it. What other way is there to fill those beds? I don't • �; �~�- �~� ....... �-�-�-�- �·�-�· �~�-�-�-�-�-�- �r�r "�-�t�t�t �~ �~�T�.�,�. �h �"�"�"�!�~ �~ �·�f �"�"�"�~ �-�-�-�-�-�.�.�.�.�.�,�-�-
believe there are 1, 200 empty today, incidentally, but if there are --

HOWER: 

WINSLOW: I know, but I don't quite believe that's accurate. If there are 1,200 empty 

beds, what are the hospitals going to do about it. They have to expand their medical 

population base. And we may not be expanding their medical population base the way they 

would choose for us to do it, but we in fact are expanding their medical population base 

with the City of Faith. 

HOWER: The term partners is used with Dr. Roberts and his partners. What happens if 

something, if Dr. Roberts is no longer here? 

WINSLOW: Well, some day he is going to die. I'm certain of that. 

HOWER: That's what I mean. What is the contingency there? 

WINSLOW: When you say contingency, I'm not sure what you mean. 

HOWER: What are the plans for when he is gone. Everything doesn't stop I would 

suppose. 

WINSLOW: Certainly. We' re trying to build a management team at Oral Roberts 

University composed of people who understand the reason for being of that University, 
, 

who have been with Mr. Roberts and are beginning to share his dream. There are 6 or 8 

of us who occupy those kinds of positions. No one of us is ever going to replace Oral 

Roberts. 

HOWER: Would the constituency, we used that word a lot in this half hour, but would it 

still be there or if he's gone, would it be gone? 
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,WINSLOW: No, I don't believe so. I think the constituency has identified Oral as the ... 
leader of a way of life and now a way of medicine with which they identify and which ;> 

they like, but it's not really Oral they identify, it's what he stands for that they/ 
J 

identify with, and they'll continue to do so after he's gone. 

HOWER: We have about 2~ minutes left and we want to give you time to summarize. Before 

I do that though, people are going to wonder, and let's explain to them. Dr. Thompson 

said he would welcome a face-to-face confrontation with you or whomever. What is your 

reaction to that? 

WINSLOW: Oh certainly I'd be happy to debate the matter with Dr. Thompson. I suppose 
·.:>. 
r 
\ if I have any reservation it has to do with the fact that this has become a 

' controversial issue. I'm not opposed to controversial issues, I think they stimulate 

the public to think sometimes when they might not otherwise think. Already people are 

on television talking about prayer and medicine in our local hospitals, and it's the 

I j first time in 11 years I've been here that I've ever heard any of them mention it. I do 

I think, however, that it behooves us to remember that on March 23, that's the day after l 
! 

the Health Planning Commission renders its decision, that we're all still going to be 

Tulsans, and we still have the problems facing us that we had facing us before the 

announcement of the City of Faith, and I hope we can work together to solve those 

problems and not be divided. 

HOWER: We have done this program this way this evening because we couldn't get you two 

gentlemen together at the same time for other reasons. But you say you would accept? 

He said he would like to do that. We would now like to offer you that time and if we can 

get a time that is amenable to both of you, you would discuss this with him. 

WINSLOW: Oh sure. I think we need to set a time. 

HOWER: And speaking of time, we're just about out of it. I think we do have a minute 

left if you'd like to summarize. 

WINSLOW: I think it's important for everyone to remember that Oral Roberts University 

is a part of Tulsa, Oklahoma. It's grown to become a significant University. It's a 



25 

significant tourist attraction. Tulsa, Oklahoma, is mentioned every Sunday morning on 

television. It's mentioned four times a year on prime time television when 60 million 

people supposedly are watching those television programs. So we are a part of Tu!sa. 

We are proud to live in Tulsa. We' re proud to be a part of Tulsa. What concerns Tulsa 

concerns Oral Roberts, it concerns me, it concerns the University. We will not do 

anything that will harm this community. I think our track record proves that we have 

not done anything to harm this community and our future track record with the City of 

Faith will, in fact, show that it's beneficial to Tulsa and not harmful to it. 

HOWER: Well, thank you, Doctor, very much for being here. And I'm sure that the people 

watching appreciate your efforts, too, and will look forward to a debate, if that's 

what it comes to, because I think you would agree that the more we all know about your 

plans and the objections to those plans, the better it's going to be for everybody. 
I 

WINSLOW: We appreciate very much the opportunity to present what we're trying to do to 

the public and appreciate your efforts in trying to get from us the story. 

HOWER: Thank you very much. And speaking for Barbara Allen --


