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GLAIM A STRANGE
"GIFT OF TONGUES}

é‘eople Who Say They Are Able
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| ?"Tlu ®ift of tonzues” or the power.to’
speak all languages, s clalmed té have
- been roceived by a number of students:
pt Bathel college at Topeka, Kan,, ‘and, &’
Ereat relizlous excltement. such ns has
i not been heard of tn Kansas for years,,

prevalls. » Rev. Charles FMarham of the'
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Ao and 4 fifledfwith students of
) Bibde. - Noione connected with this schoud
¢ Lok ever works oxcept to do a little house.!
hold turn oceasionally.; No. one connected;
with ft has an Income. Subscriptions ure.
hever taken. 'But everything is provideg,!
i {1t must be, for. the school grows contine
i . fually, and the members seem to be Hying:
well cating three hearty meals sac
dast Falth 1a' the main principle.” Oa this'
- and, prayer the mbets of this strange;
i religlous soot nd for sustenance, lnai
from this source it is recefved, so they
relalm, e , 2
g?nut the Tatest claim they make as a re-
®Ulk of fuith'and much prayer is the pow-
“fer to speak  foreign languages without
iever having studied them. it is a ro-
marks o) and. wonderful thing fn tht
skeptical age to lay, ‘claim to such 4 pow-
' (&7 A3 & result of prayer, and the npuople |
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AGNES N.'OZMAN, -,
“The' Gift

;:rhi First Petson to Recelvs
S e of Languages.”

(who make It must be {n earnest¥right, or
»ockers afior just such advertising as
thoy are sure to ge! .

i
i
|
{
1
\ It is claimed that the “gift" was first
‘beatowed uvon Miss Agnes Osman, a
E. - fyoung woman who did evangelistic work
Iin Kansas City only a few months ngo.
‘Two weeks ago she received the “gift."
- —~— n the college there are forty scholars.
. :Their only text book iz the Bible, They
were found hy a reportor the-other day
7 g T 7 7 jeitting around the buliding veading thelr
it Tha oni’ time they do not spend
1 studying the Dible Is when they do & ° t-
“|Ua housework. such as repalring - ae
| building, attending tor the grounds ol
' , !llm house and the barn and preparing tae
menls, &

] The “Gift of Tongues,”

to Speak Foreign Languages '
by the Lord’s Inspiration, i * *

X ’
- REMARKABLE RELIGIOUS SECT,
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rateralty, Is the founder of
the colicge. It was opened some monlhl[

LiNSpeaking ‘of “the power slveny M1
* il Ozman, wid: .
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Crieversnd Parham eanducta the r!un-‘:.:
Whea the claes I» called the recitetion Is ]
made hy each scisiar reading dloud a
varss of tha Bible, &rd the verse is -lud-'
ied for its meaning, . nd lengthy alscus- |
stons ensue, the ereed.of the sohool fixing
the meaning, of-@ourss: Right now the
uttention of the various classes Is helng!
givea to the Acts-of the Apostles, and
the twellth chapter is helng especinlly
| studied. The twelfth ehanter of the Firat
/I Corinthians names the gifts of the apog.
tles, among them belng the gift or!
tongues, the gift of «'scernment, the gift
of healing, the gift of praphscy and olhrrl
Eifts, and these people think faith will)
bring them all these gifis. In fact, moy’
belleve themselves to be juat llke the
Yapostles, In that they beliave they are!
| desiznated especially for this work and’
no other.. Thelr school 18 to prepare apos- |
tlesyy Phe-schoot~in-Jiansas 1§ patterned |
RES the.schivol Lo-Bhiloh- M W hers two !
former. Kansas. City young women arc
fiow. Uving.

L. The students have been praying long for
the "gift of tongues,’ fesling that they
could then go as misslonaries better Nt
ted to teach the heathen. It is cheaper,
too, they think, and a qulcker way (o
4wet soveral inapiration or
gift than to work at school for severai
years.
One
Mixs Ozman was reading.in the
with the other scholars, whon ;
she went [ntd & soeming”trance, und not
exactly either, for-she began to speak
strango words—all foreign words! There
was an exclamation of joy over all the!
jroom, and the whole schiool was exceed-.
idng Jwd, « 3 - i
“laspired” by ‘the Lowd. |

Afterwi.sd she was arked about her ox-
perience, and she waid:
« I belleve the Lord inspired mo with the
words 1 spoke at the time, I did no.
know then when [ was talking what tha
next woil would be. 1 don't know what
language ! wan talking nor what I was
|| saying, only aa the lLord would inspire
‘I me.”,
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"It was nearly A week befors the gift

the students prayed to thelr utmost for
the gift. Finally several ovhers, reoelved
the gift and now (hera are 15 or 3 that)
have it. Occasionally they' Lurst. out!
taiking a Yot of unintelligible verses to
1 those witing around And not understand
by . thore giving utterance to them until
the Lord luspires (he meaning.'s
Watle-sitting st a {able writing Jellers
thy other day Miss Ozman's hands re-
fused to write.ths characters of thé
Foglsh langusge. She tried and tried
but it was of no avall.  Then uncon-
sclously her hands formed the characters
of some language, It Ia sdld, though she
could not Interpret the, writing. Whila}_
wridng under this power the muscles ot
her hand conftracted and worked spas-
modioaly, and the writing mads was a
scrawh " . .

Rev. Parham, who bas ihs "girt of
tongues, says ho Is Inspired to talk the
German language, and even while talking
to pérsons in the college the other day
be suddenly began miking Gorman, aid
agaln, later, hs even spake snaething
which sounded like the Swedish languare |

Wj was bestowad, upon-others. All the 'm;o('

-or something ehe ke that.

i

Another man, Samuel Riggins, wha.
lived for »omo time on  East Eleventn
street (n Kansas Clty, s at the schooll-
and he ciulms ho can apeak the Zalw
language, #o he iy perhaps Intonded as &
missionary for the Zulus.

Dut the sirangest language spoken by
amy student Fet §s that by Miss Thaisiles
thrate, Asked to speak tn a foreign lan.
guage, =he s2id rhe felt po  insplration
right thers, but in a few minutes she
began somerhing.wihich acunded itko thisw

‘He CaniTalk “Zuia' 7.
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The Kansas City World, 1901

CLAIM A STRANGE "GIFT OF TONGUES"

People Who Say They Are Able to Speak Foreign
Languages by the Lord's Inspiration.

REMARKABLE RELIGIOQUS SECT.

"The gift of tongues" or the power to speak all languages,
is claimed to have been received by a number of students of

Bethel ccllege at Topeka, Kans., and a great religious excite-

|

A ment such as has not been heard of in Kansas for years prevails.
Rev. Charles Parham of the Shiloh, Me., fraternity, is the founder

of the college. It was opeced some months ago and is filled

i with students of the Bible. No one ccormected with this school

ever works except to do a little household turn occasiovnally.

No one connected with is has an income. Subscriptions are never
taken. But everything is provided. It must be, for the school
grows continually, and the wembers seem to be living well and
eating three hearty meals each day. Faith is the main principle.
On this and prayer the members of this strange religious sect
depend for sustenance, and from this source it is received, so

they claim,

But the latest claim they make as a result of faith and
much prayer is the power to speak foreign languages without ever

having studies them. It is a remarkable and wonderful thing in

this skeptical age to lay claim to such a power as a result
of prayer, and the people who make it must be in earnmet right
or seekers after just such advertising as they are sure to

get.




The Kansas City World, 1901

It is claimed that the "gift" was first bestowed upon Miss

Agnes Ozman, a young woman who did evangelistic work in Kansas

City only a few months ago. Two weeks ago she received the "gift".

In the college there are forty scholars. Their only text book
is the Bible. They were found by a reporter the other day
sitting around the building reading their lessons. The only
time they do not spend studying the Bible is when they do a
little housework, such as repairing the building, attending to

the grounds and the house and the barn and preparing the meals.

The "Gift of Tongues."

Reverned Parham conducts the classes. When the class is
called the recitation is made by ea.“ scholar reading aloud a
verse of the Bible, and the verse is studies for its meaning
and lengthy discussions ensue, the creed of the school fixing
the meaning, of course. Right now the attention of the various

classes is being given to the Acts of the Apostles, and the

twlefth chapter is baing especially studied. The twelfth chapter

of the First Corinthians names the gifts of the apostles, among
them being the gift of tongues, the gift of discernment, the
gift of healing, the gift of prophecy and other gifts, and
these people think faith will bring them all these gifts. In
fact, they believe themselves to be just like the apostles, in
that they believe they are designated especially for this wq?k

and no other. Their school is to prepare apostles. The school

in Kansas is patterned after the school in Shiloh, Me. where two

former Kansas City young women are now living.

The students have been praying long for the "gift of tongues,"

feeling that they could then go as missionaries better fitted
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The Kansas City World, 1901 (continued)
to teach the heathen. It is cheaper, too, they think, and a !
quicker way to get several languages by inspiration or gift than £
to work at school for several years.
One afternoon about two weeks ago Miss Ozman was reading ;ng
in the study vith the other scholars, when suddenly she went ot
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into a seeming trance, and not exactly either, for she began MQqu

to speak strange words -- all foreign words! There was an

exclamation of joy over a'l the room, and the whole school WaS

f_ exceeding glad.

"Inszived" hy the Lord.

Afterward she was asked about her experience, and she said:

"I believe the Lord inspired me with the words I spoke at

the time. I did not knuow cvnen when I was talking what the next
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word would be. I don't know what language I was talking nor
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what I was saying, only as the Lord would inspire me. "
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Speaking of the power given, Miss Ozman, Rev. Parham said:

"It was nearly a week before the gift was bestowed upon

e

others. All the while the etudents prayed to their utmost for

the gift. Finally several others received the gift and now there

are 15 or 20 that have it. Occasionally they burst out talking

a lot of unintelligible verses to those sitting around and not Ly |

a1} understood by those giving utterance to them until the Lord %

inspices the meaning. "

While sitting at a table writing letters the other day Miss
Ozman's hands refused to write the characters of the English
language. She tried and tried but it was of no avail. Then
unconsciously her hands formed the characters of some language,

it is said, though she could not interpret the writing. While




The Kansas City World, 1901 (continued)

writing under this power the muscles of her hand contracted and
worked spasmodically, and the writing made was a scrawl.

Rev. Parham, who has the gift of tongues, says he is
inspired to talk the German language, and even while talking
to persons in the college the'other-dsy he suddenly began
talking German, and again, later, he even spoke something which

sounded like the Swedish language or something else like that.

He Can Talk "Zulu".

Another man, Samuel Riggins, who lived for some time on
East Eleventh street in Kansas City, is at the school and he
claims he can speak the Zulu language, so he is perhaps int > nded
a8 a missionary for the Zulus.

But the stranges’ language spoken by any student yet is
that by Miss Thistlethrate. Asked to speak in a foreign language,
she said she felt no inspiration right then but in a few
minutes she began something which sounded like this:

"Euossa, Euossa, use, rela sema, catah mala kanah leulia

sage nalan. Ligie logie larle logie. Ene mine mo, sah rah el me

sah rah me," meaning it was translated this: 'Jesus is ready to
hear." "God is love."
The male members are called "brothers." "Brother" Howard

gave an example of his inspiration along the line of the gift

of tongues, and his tongue ran rapidly from both ends, the words
coming so swiftly he could hardly utter them. 1In fact, they were
like a mighty oratorical flood, and he waived his arms and

hands and gesticulated as though he were reaching to the

Gentiles and the Jews alike. He was speaking Hindoo, it was

explained.
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