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SINGERS CO

Peterson Notes Success

by Joy Schmidt
Sunday night the University Singers returned to Cral Rcberts
University from an eight-day Midwestern tour. “It was highly success-
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ful in every way,
The 24-voice choir left Janu-
ary 21 for their first program, at
the First Assembly of God, Gran-
ite City, Illinois. Accompanying
the group were Larry Dalton,
pianist; Sharon Griffin, pianist
and viola soloist; Garry Pollard,
Ron Metcalf and Denny Weibel,
trumpet trio; Ruth Merrell, in
charge of lighting; and Tom Ivy,
technician. Mr. Gene Eland ac-
companied the group during the
first half of the tour, and Mr.
Charles Ramsay, Jr. the second.
A wide variety of sacred music
characterized their presentation.
Beginning with classical selec-
tions, the program continued with
spirituals, folk and gospel songs,
including Ralph Carmichael ar-
rangements, and concluded with
“You'll Never Walk Alone.”
Last week’s trip was the first
lengthy tour made by an ORU
choir. The itinerary included the

commented Dr. Jesse Peterson, Director.

Open Bible Church, Rockford, Ii-
linois; Moline Gospel Temple,
Moline, Illinois; First Church of
the Open Bible, Des Moines,
Iowa; Assembly of God, Lincoln,
Nebraska; Berean Baptist Church,
Kansas City, Missouri; Youth for
Christ Rally,*Kansas City, Kan-
sas; and Evange! Temple, First
Assembly of God, Kansas City,
Missouri.

“What impressed me most,
commented Cory Nickerson, “was
that we worked together toward
a common goal and showed that
a Christian can be top-notch and
not mediocre.”

Dr. Peterson, who was official-
ly awarded a Doctorate of Mu-
sical Arts from the University of
Missouri, Kansas City, January
28, remarked, “I have traveled
for fifteen years with musical
groups, and I cannot réemember
a more successful tour.”

Swick Receives Dark Award

Charles Zwick, a freshman at
Oral Roberts University, was re-
cently awarded a radio and tele-
vision scholarship.

A lelecommunications major,
Charles was given the award by
Mr. Danny Dark of Los Angeles,
California. Dark provides a $500
scholarship each year to an out-
standing high school senior who
has demonstrated special abilities
in Speech. and who is interested

in pursuing a career in radio and
television.

Dark, himself a successful ra-
dio-TV advertiser, decided to of-
fer the annual scholarship after
visiting ORU and seeing the
school’s technological facilities.

Miss Laurine Hager, Speech
teacher and educational leader in
Tulsa, made the award on behalf
of Bark, who is a former pupil of
hers.

Miss Laurine Hager Awards Zwick

&

PLETE CONCERT TRIP

University Singers directed by Dr. Jesse Peterson

Dr. Messick Resigns As
Dean of Academic Affairs

by Darlene Ulseth
Thursday, February 1, marked
another milestone in the history
of Oral Roberts University, as it
paid tribute to Dr. J. D. Mes-
sick, who has resigned after two
and one half years of active ser-
vice. The ceremony was climaxed
by the induction of Dr. Carl H.
Hamilton as Dean of Academic
Affairs. Dr. Hamilton was ap-
pointed as official understudy to

Dr. Messick last spring.

Although Dr. Messick has re-
signed his past position, he still
remains a vital part of the ma-
chinery of this college, serving as
consultant, advisor, and eventual
historian. His term as Dean at
Oral Roberts University has been
purposeful as well as proficient.
“When | came here,” Dr. Mes-
sick’s speech on Thursday began,
”] joined President Roberts in his
vision for a great institution ded-
icated to the task of ‘educating
each student to emerge as a well-
prepared individual, spiritually,
ethically, culturally, intellectually,
psychologically, socially and phy-
sically.” “

He referred specifically to an
article published in the ORU
Witness in 1964 which reflected
many of his thoughts at the time.
“The establishment of a tradi-
tional liberal arts university,” it
stated, “is not sufficient justifica-
tion for the sacrifices being made

to give birth to Oral Roberts Uni-
versity. But to provide an envir-
onment and scholastic program,
where the inner glow of divine
inspiration is activated in pro-
jected meaningfulness, justifies
every sacrificial effort being made
by the University supporters.

Concerning the present status
of Oral Roberts University, Dr.
Messick emphasized the need for
an increasingly scholarly atmos-
phere. He outlined the curricular
development and listed the ad-
vantages of educational media,
level work, and independent re-

Dr. J. D. Messick

search, as well as a well-diversi-
fied library. -

In closing, Dr. Messick re-
marked, “We do not have a Uto-
pia. The school is mnot large
enough for every instructor to
teach only his own specialty . . .
but we have done well. We have a
foundation philosophically and
academically of greatness. It will

require understanding, patience,
work, finances, and dedicated

trust in God to achieve the ulti-
mate goal, but we are on the
Way.!i B

ATTENTION

There will be a reception for
Dr. Messick on February 6 be-
tween 6:30 and 8:30 p.m. in
the Timko-Barton lounge. All
students, faculty members, and
friends are invited to attend.

Dates to
Remember

February 8—Chapel conducted
by President Roberts. He will
make himself available at
this time for questions asked
by the students.

February 16-18 — Crusade in
Tampa, Florida,



Letters to the Editor

Editor's Note: “The Oracle” welcomes all Letters to the Editor on any
subject. Letters must be signed, names will be withheld upon request.
Submit to Editor Marcia Lucas, Room 321 or Room 30, Timko-Barton

Building.
To the Editor:

A letter to the editor in the
December 11, 1967 issue of
The Oracle suggested, in essence,
the abandonment of “superficial
standards of ‘Holy’ dress, etc.,”

and a substitution of “loving one
another in Christ.”

1 agree with the writers that hol-
iness IS a matter of the heart which
cannot be legislated. The standards
of dress suggested by the admin-
istration must then be considered
as given for reasons other than
to “make one holy.” They are in
my opinion motivated by this
same Christian love to which the
article referred. Christ said “If ye
love me, keep my commandments.”
Paraphrased some of these things
are:;

Do not offend the weak (Matt.
18:6-7), see also Paul’s comment
@ Cor. 8:11-13).

Love your neighbor as yourself
(Mark 12:31).

Obey them that have the rule
over you (Heb. 13:17). This is
also Paul’s comment.

This is an Interdenominational
Christian Charasmatic Education-
al Institution. By definition then,
many of our brothers and sisters
in Christ here on this campus
have different Christian codes of
conduct. These codes have been
implanted in their consciences as
as a result of their communica-
tion with God and their religious
training. Since all students have
indicated that they are Christian
we must proceed on the assump-
tion that they are therefore desir-
ing to do the will of God in this
matter. If we follow this line of
reasoning, and we take Christ’s

words to be the will of God, we
then reach the conclusion that
we must modify our behavior, in
what has been agreed are small
things relatively speaking, to
avoid offending fellow Christians
both on and off this campus.

In addition to considering the
Christian community we must
also “effectively communicate
Jesus Christ to the world in terms

which it can understand.” Some
of the highest standards for Chris-
tian conduct in the world are
those standards existing in the
minds of non-Christians. These
non-Christians continually seek to
excuse themselves and their con-
duct by comparing the conduct
of Christians against this hypo-
thetical standard which they hold.
I believe that it was for this
reason that we were admonished
in the scripture to avoid the very
appearance of evil.

We must be careful in trying
to segregate nice-sounding Chris-
tian principles from the full im-
plication of the Christian actions
which should follow those prin-
ciples, so that we may avoid the
accusation of James when. he said
Show me your faith without works
and I'll show you my faith by my
works. Modified Christian conduct
and standards are not of them-
selves holiness, but are a result of
our holy concern for our neighbor
{Christian and non-Christian alike)
to the extent that we are willing,
in Paul’'s terms, To become all
things to all people that we might
win some, and avoid offending
others.

Robert E. Feller

Chet

internationally
known news broadcaster, visited
Oral Roberts University on Jan. 14,
1968. Accompanying Mr. Huntley
on a tour of the Learning Resources
Center were: L to R—Joyce Crisa-

Huntley,

fulli, Linda Poppenhouse, David
Graham, and President Oral Rob-
erts.
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AMS President
Speaks Out

by Joe laquinta

We are in the middle of more
growing pains. Are they natural
pains that accompany a growing
institution? Many people suggest
that they are pains of a process
through which the school must go
.on its way to maturity. I do not
agiee. I believe many of our prob-
lems ate unnecessary and self-
inflicted . -

Because many ‘of us continue
to refuse to accept the Code
of Honor as a way of Iife.
The Code cannot stand when it is
interpreted as a rigid set of con-
servative rules set forth only to
be obeyed in letter and not in
spirit. Let me use an example.

During a recent investigation
held by the Men’s J Board, a par-
ticular individual was being ques-
tioned because his name had been
mentioned in other testimony.
When asked if he had knowledge
of others engaged in wrongful
acts, he replied with a straight-
forward, yes! When asked to di-
vulge their names, he refused and
raised as a defense the fact that
he had spoken to the infractors
and told them they should cease
their activities. He had had
knowledge of these activities for
over six weeks, but waited until
three days before his hearing to
approach the guilty parties.

Some are sincere in trying to
help others, but the majority
would rather turn their backs on
everything that happens and pre-
tend they don’t see.

Are we really what so many
people have called us—an excep-
tional group of dedicated young
people? 1 think not; at least, not
yet.

Basketball Royalty with Co-Captain

Marty Wallace Crowned Queen

The crowning of Marty Wal-
lace, Oral Roberts University’s
1968 Baskethall Queen, took place
on January 13. The ceremony fol-
lowed the ORU vs. Oklahoma
Christian College game. Diana
Shaw, ORU’s queen for 1967, an-
nounced the new queen, and Mel
Reed, co-<aptain of the team,
crowned Marty and presented her
with a dozen long stemmed red

Titans Downed By

Dakota St

by Don Amez

The Titans of Oral Roberts
University were just about as cold
as the temperature on their re-
cent trip to North and South
Dakota. The shooting of the ORU
Blue matched the near-zero temp-
erature of the Dakotas as the
Titans dropped two in a row. The
first night of the trip proved to
be probably the most disappoint-
ing as the Blue suffered an 86-
79 defeat at the hands of North
Dakota State University. The
Titans held a 7-point lead at half-
time and put up a real battle all
the way.

The Titans were handed their
fifth loss two night later by South
Dakota State University, 92-85.
Despite the 7-point deficit, Coach

Fikes Center
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Bill White was pleased with his
squad’s performance against the
speedy South Dakota. Bobby
Hodge and Richie Williams were
the leaders for the Titans as each
netted 18 points.

On the following night, the
Blue of ORU met Parsons Col-
lege of Fairfield, Jowa. The Ti-
tans handed Parsons its seventh
ggsketba]l loss in 11 games, 73-

Dana Lewis led the Titans’ bal-
anced attack with 14 points. Carl
Hardaway, Bobby Hodge, and
Richie Williams each added 12.
Bill Hull contributed another 11.
Roland Rooks was tops for Par-
sons with 12 points. ORU boosted
its record to 12-5 for the season.

roses.

Marty was chosen by the bas-
ketball team from a group of five
finalists.

Coming from Portland, Oregon,
Marty is an elementary educa-
tion major. She participates in the
Pep Club, Le Circle France, and the

Powerlift Planned

by Bill Techanchuk

Coach John Johnson, head of
the weightlifting program at
ORU, recently announced the
the weightlifting program here
at ORU, recently announced the
first Annual Powerlift Weight-
lifting Championship of ORU to
be held on Friday, February 9,
1968 at 6:30 p.m. in the ORU
gym. Weigh in will be between
5:30 and 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Johmson also said that
official AAU weightlifting rules
will be strictly enforced. Johnson
is the meet director and will have
as judges some of the outstanding
lifters in Oklahoma. Competition
will be in the Bench Press, Knee
Bends, and Dead Lift categories.

Trophies will be given as
awards to the first, second and
third place finishers based on the
total of the three lifts. These
awards will be based on the Hoff-
man Formula of judging.

Coach Johnson is accepting be-
tween 10 and 20 boys to enter
the competition.

LET'S GO TO
McDONALD’S
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