
Volume 3     Number 2     Fall 2018

Oral Roberts Centennial
A Celebration of His Life, Ministry, Theology, and Impact



Spiritus: ORU Journal of Theology 

Volume 3     Number 2     Fall 2018 

ISSN: 2573-6345

Copyright © 2018 Oral Roberts University; published by ORU’s College of Theology 
and Ministry and the Holy Spirit Research Center.

All rights reserved. To reproduce by any means any portion of this journal, one 
must first receive the formal consent of the publisher. To request such consent, 
write Spiritus Permissions – ORU COTM, 7777 S. Lewis Ave., Tulsa, OK 74171 
USA. Spiritus hereby authorizes reproduction (of content not expressly declared not 
reproducible) for these non-commercial uses: personal, educational, and research, 
but prohibits re-publication without its formal consent.

Each issue is available at no cost for authorized uses at http://DigitalShowcase.ORU.
edu/Spiritus/ and may be purchased in print using the “Buy” button at this site.

Spiritus: ORU Journal of Theology is published semi-annually in March and September.

One-year subscriptions may be purchased at the following (2018) rates: US$50 
within USA; US$65 to Canada and Mexico; approximately US$80 elsewhere 
(adjusted, as needed, to cover shipping costs).

Subscriptions begin upon (1) release of the next issue and (2) successful deposit by 
Spiritus of the correct subscription rate and receipt of complete shipping information: 
subscriber name, full postal address, subscriber email address and telephone number 
(including international country code prefix). Subscribe at Spiritus Subscriptions 
— ORU COTM, 7777 S. Lewis Ave., Tulsa, OK 74171 USA. (Send subscription 
correspondence, including address changes, to the same.)

Spiritus: ORU Journal of Theology is indexed through the Digital Commons (https://
www.bepress.com/impact-analytics/). Spiritus contents may be searched at http://
DigitalShowcase.ORU.edu/Spiritus and through any web search engine. (Because 
another “Spiritus” journal is published by The Johns Hopkins University Press, 
searches for contents from ORU’s Spiritus may succeed better by using the full title 
and subtitle.)
Cover designer: ORU art student Hye Ji Byun, with special recognition to Prof. 
Jiwon Kim for designing this special issue. 

Compositor: Daniel Isgrigg.



EDITORS
Jeffrey Lamp, Professor, New Testament & Instructor, Environmental Science
Wonsuk Ma,  Dean, College of Theology and Ministry

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Daniel D. Isgrigg, Director, Holy Spirit Research Center

DESIGN AND PRODUCTION EDITOR
Mark E. Roberts, Dean, Learning Resources 

REVIEWS EDITOR
Sally Jo Shelton, Theological Librarian & Associate Professor, Learning Resources

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
Allan Anderson, University of Birmingham, UK
Candy Gunther Brown, Indiana University
Corneliu Constantineanu, Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad, Romania 
Kwabena Asamoa-Gyuadu, Trinity Theological Seminary, Ghana
Vinson Synan, Oral Roberts Unvieristy, Tulsa, OK, USA

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATION
William M. Wilson, President
Kathaleen Reid-Martinez, Provost

Views expressed in Spiritus are those of the contributors only.  
Their publication in Spiritus does not express or imply endorsement  

by Oral Roberts University.



Spiritus: ORU Journal of Theology . . .

•	 Publishes studies from all disciplines pertaining to Spirit- 
empowered Christianity, from established and emerging  
scholars

•	 Emphasizes theological and cognate studies and works 
from and about Christianity in the Majority World

•	 Reviews pertinent scholarly works and some professional 
and popular works of merit

•	 Publishes scholarship to benefit especially Spirit-
empowered Christian communities globally.

Find instructions for submitting articles and reviews for 
consideration at http://DigitalShowcase.ORU.edu/Spiritus/. This site 
receives all submissions leading to publishing decisions.

Other correspondence (not related to submissions or subscriptions) is 
welcomed at <Spiritus@ORU.edu> or

  Spiritus — ORU
 Holy Spirit Research Center  

 7777 S. Lewis Ave. 
 Tulsa, OK 74171 USA.

With Special Thanks. . .

The publication of this special issue is made possible through the 
financial assistance of the following Korean Doctor of Ministry alumni 
of ORU: 

•	 Rev. Kwang Suk Joo (New Hope Baptist Church,  
1996 graduate)

•	 Rev. Il Sung Lee (Full Gospel Samma Church, 2004)

•	 Bishop Young Wan Yoo (Heaven Central Methodist  
Church, 2005)

•	 Rev. Kwang Sig Ji (Seong Cheon Methodist Church, 2006)



v

CONTENTS
Editor’s Note
Jeffrey Lamp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155

E S S A Y S
Why Oral Roberts Studies?
Wonsuk Ma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157

An Early Account of Oral Roberts’ Healing Testimony
Daniel D. Isgrigg and Vinson Synan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169

The Spirit of Immense Struggle: Oral Roberts’ Native 
American Ancestry
Timothy Hatcher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177

Oral Roberts and the Hebrew Bible
Eric Newberg and Samuel Hogan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

A History of ORU Healing Teams
Kevin Schneider . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221

“Where My Voice Is Heard Small”: The Development 
of Oral Roberts’ Television Ministry
Jim Ernest Hunter, Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239

An Overview of the Theology of Oral Roberts
R. Samuel Thorpe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259

Oral Roberts and the Spiritual DNA of Oral Roberts University
William M. Wilson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277

The Pentecostal Roots of Oral Roberts’ Healing Ministry
Vinson Synan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287



vi

Oral Roberts’ Theology of Healing: A Journey from 
Pentecostal “Divine Healing” to Charismatic “Signs and 
Wonders” to Spirit-empowered “Whole Person Healing”
Thomson K. Mathew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303

Oral Roberts: A Man of the Spirit

Daniel D. Isgrigg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325

Oral Roberts’ Impact on the Korean Healing 
Movement
Yeolsoo Eim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351

Oral Roberts: A Brief Bibliography

Holy Spirit Research Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 371

R E V I E W S
Graham Twelftree, ed. The Nature Miracles of Jesus: 
Problems, Perspectives, and Prospects

Jeffrey Lamp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 389

David K. Bernard. The Glory of God in the Face of Jesus 
Christ: Deification of Jesus in Early Christian Discourse
Joseph H. Howell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 392

Vinson Synan, ed. The Truth About Grace: Spirit-
empowered Perspectives
Daniel Thimell  .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  396

Margaret English de Alminana and Lois E. Olena, eds. 
Women in Pentecostal and Charismatic Ministry: Informing 
a Dialogue on Gender, Church, and Ministry

Lisa M. Millen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399

Nimi Wariboko, The Split God: Pentecostalism and 
Critical Theory
David Bradnick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402



vii

Jon Bialecki. A Diagram of Fire: Miracles and Variation 
in an American Charismatic Movement
Daniel D. Isgrigg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 404

Martin Lindhardt, ed. New Ways of Being Pentecostal 
in Latin America
Eloy H. Nolivos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407

Teresa Chai and Dave Johnson, eds. The Old Testament 
in Theology and Teaching: Essays in Honor of Kay Fountain
Alaine Thomson Buchanan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410

Thomson K. Mathew. Spiritual Identity and Spirit 
Empowered Life: Discover Your Identity in God’s Family, 
Purpose in God’s Call, and Power in God’s Spirit
Edward E. Decker, Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 413

Lord Abraham Elorm-Donkor. Christian Morality 
in Ghanaian Pentecostalism: A Theological Analysis of 
Virtue Theory as a Framework for Integrating Christian 
and Akan Moral Schemes
James W. Barber  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415



viii Spiritus Vol 3, No 2 viii


