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fantastic. Suddenly they have become plausible, practical, and disturbingly up-to-

date’.*>> The AG continued to have little hope in the human ability to bring about peace

in a time of growing threats to human existence. W.E. Kirchke sums up this anxiety

ably.
Time and again have foreign minsters sat around peace tables with burdened hearts
and gigantic barriers, trying to mould a policy of peace of the pieces left by selfish
and warring men. They have been powerless to lift the oppression and bondage that
grind the subjected peoples of the world with a barbaric tyrannical slavery that is the
concoction of demented minds. While men talk ‘peace’ they continue to build their
stockpiles of munitions, spy systems, and secret police. They are afraid that one or the

other will light the fire for a nuclear attack that will all but destroy this present
situation.>®

During the 1960s-1970s, the Vietnam War, civil and racial unrest, and the prospect of
the breakdown of societal norms meant a resurgence of pessimistic prophecy teachings.
Looking at the world in 1976, Gordon Chilvers laments,
How can we survive? That is man’s number one question ... In the darkest hours of
history the hope of Christ's return will revive discouraged men. The best way to meet

the despair in the world is to confront it with a confident faith in the promise of Jesus'
return.”’

By the 1980s, prophetic speculation was once again at a fever pitch. The Evangel
published three ‘Prophecy Editions’ during this period of unrest.**®

The primary problem with human solutions to the world’s problems is that people
are inherently sinful. Governments, politics, and the best intentions of leaders will never
be enough to solve the world problems. Richard Orchard comments, ‘Man has tried to
govern himself by monarchies, democracies, dictatorships, parliaments, councils, tribal
customs, and other forms of jurisdiction; but through all these forms he has not been
able to lift himself out of the moral chaos to which his nature bends’.*>” America was not
exempt during the 1970s from the problems that other counties faced. Orchard
comments ‘America, for all its enlightened system of government, is a land where
inequities exist, where innocents sometimes suffer, and where justice does not always

prevail’.** Food and gas shortages were just as much were signs of the ‘birthpangs of a
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new age’ as were wars and worldwide famine.’*' C.M. Ward recognized income
inequality as a sign of the ‘beginning of sorrows’. He says, ‘Another “sorrow” is
developing. It's the increasing disparity between rich and poor. The middle class, the
spine that has been America, is shrinking’.’**

At the same time during this period, the world was witnessing the height of human
achievements in the exploration of space. For the first time, satellites and television
made it possible for humanity to imagine the possibility of apocalyptic events being

broadcast to the whole world.*®

Articles used clever space-themed terminology such as
referring to Jesus as the “Man of Space” who will make his ‘re-entry” into earth to rapture
his “space travelers’.*** As much as this new era of technological advancement had to
offer, Al Rediger reminds believers, ‘Although we all recognize many marvelous
achievements, and wonderful advantages in this Space Age, we are not deceiving
ourselves into thinking science and learning are creating a utopia where all men’s
problems will be solved’.**

Just as the threat of war and nuclear weapons brought about more pessimistic views
of humanity, discoveries made during space exploration had a positive impact on their
eschatology. When the first pictures of the earth from space by NASA were shared with
the world, Zelma Argue remarked, ‘The planet earth. No other generation has ever seen
it as we have peeping over the rim of the moon ... Earth! Our home! God cares about
our planet!” **® This new perspective gave Argue a new appreciation of the uniqueness
of earth in the universe and shaped her expectation of the destiny of the earth. If the
earth is this glorious, she wondered, could it possibly be God’s plan for it to be
annihilated? Instead she predicts, "What glorious views await us. What scenes of

triumph, of renewal, of rejuvenation! ... And the earth shall be full of the glory of the

Lord. That will be Earth’s finest hour!”*®’
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